KICKOFF TIME!
By: Barnie White

Another season off and running! The 2010 season finally got under way March 6th. The weather finally cooperated with some warmer temperatures which were definitely appreciated by the field of 39 boats filled with anxious anglers ready for competition. A great time was had by all and the winning weight was astonishing! 
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In first place was the father and son team of Ricky and Richard Rutland with a huge stringer of 17.06 lbs. The Rutland’s traveled about an hour and a half away from the launch site. Targeting fish by site with Berkley Gulp! Jerk Shads, the father and son team picked through about eight fish to reach their winning weight which was anchored by the tournament lunker of 9.66 lbs. Richard stated “Once that fish hit the deck and I saw close to 10 on the scale I knew we had probably won it.” And that they did! Richard went on to state that even after that fish they culled their small fish (a 7 pounder) later in the day to upgrade by half a pound. The Rutland’s collected $2,660 for their win including the Big Fish Pot.
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 In second place was the team of Ryan Pruett and Sean O’Connell with 15.27 lbs. Pruett stated they had an awesome day on the water and had scouted Thursday and Friday running over 160 miles of water and found the most concentration of fish just south of Port Super.  “We sight fished all day today and probably could have caught 75 or so fish though selectively caught about 15 fish to yield the creel today.  All fish caught on Exude RT Slugs and Gambler soft baits in about 12” of water” stated Pruitt. The team’s sponsors include: Ranger Boats, Custom Marine Concepts, Stiffy Products, Mercury Marine and Ascension Marine.  Pruitt wanted to send out a special thanks to the GCAA and the LDWF for putting on a great event. Pruett/O’Connell received $1300 for their efforts. 
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In third place was the team of Brandon Treadaway and Chris Bush. Treadaway stated that they made an hour run south of Lafitte and fished in less than a foot of water the entire day. He went on to say “Because of the low water conditions we were forced to use a shallow draft aluminum boat lined with Hydro-Turf to make it super quiet for sight fishing. All fish were caught on Marsh Works 1/8 oz Jig Heads and Killa Squilla's in Shrimp color and Vicious 30lb Braid. Most of the fish in the morning were extremely finicky, but we were able to move to our B-spot with about 13.5lbs in the livewell before upgrading at about 12:30 with a 7.61 red that was sightfished yards from the boat.” The teams sponsors include: Vicious Fishing, Castaway Graphite Rods, Crescent Schools of Gaming and Bartending, Claiborne Hill Supermarket, AAA Screenprinting and Embroidery, Homewaters Clothing, do-it molds, Marsh Works Inshore Tackle, Hydro Turf. See www.blackspotfishing.com for more info on the team.
The Gulf Coast Anglers Association has teamed up with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) and formed the Louisiana Saltwater Series (LASS) to promote the conservation of Louisiana’s saltwater sport fish resources. This catch-tag-release series will enhance the resource while providing a competitive opportunity for avid fishermen and newcomers alike. Dwayne Mills (tournament director) is dedicated to the anglers’ desire to have a tournament organization that will showcase its anglers and provide a family atmosphere for all levels of anglers. See www.geauxfishla.com for more details.
Below is a list of the complete standings:
	Place
	Team
	Fish
	Points
	Weight
	Money Won
	Big Fish

	1
	Richard Rutland/Richard Rutland
	2
	200
	17.06
	$2660
	9.66

	2
	Ryan Pruett/Sean O'Connell
	2
	199
	15.27
	$1300
	7.90

	3
	Brandon Treadaway/Chris Bush
	2
	198
	15.25
	$1020
	7.64

	4
	Ray Bergeron/Luke Bergeron
	2
	197
	15.20
	$760
	7.85

	5
	Ted Tassin/Jeff Cleveland
	2
	196
	14.93
	$520
	7.73

	6
	T-Man Chermaine/Mike Guidry
	2
	195
	14.81
	$440
	7.47

	7
	Damien Perez/William Perez
	2
	194
	14.74
	$360
	7.55

	8
	Lloyd Landry/Luke Landry
	2
	193
	14.55
	$320
	7.62

	9
	Jay Cedotal/Jay Curole
	2
	192
	14.50
	 
	7.39

	10
	Barnie White/Steve White
	2
	191
	13.98
	 
	7.08

	11
	Darren Angelo/Jerry Bourgeois
	2
	190
	13.90
	 
	7.20

	12
	Stephen Sierra/Scott Benoit
	2
	189
	13.54
	 
	7.06

	13
	Chris Schieble/Walter Schieble
	2
	188
	13.53
	 
	7.11

	14
	Erik Nelson/Alan Trammel
	2
	187
	13.26
	 
	7.14

	15
	Jeremy Guilbeau/Larry Hooper
	2
	186
	12.80
	 
	6.68

	16
	Bobby Abruscato/Scott Ritter
	2
	185
	12.52
	 
	6.49

	17
	Jason Leblanc/Kory Matherine
	2
	184
	12.47
	 
	6.42

	18
	Ronnie Daniels/Timmy Thrash
	2
	183
	12.41
	 
	7.57

	19
	Blake Champion/Mike Lambert
	2
	182
	12.15
	 
	6.35

	20
	Tom Shockley/Gary Rettig
	2
	181
	11.94
	 
	7.48

	21
	James Craft/James Craft
	2
	180
	10.98
	 
	5.66

	22
	Ray Reiser/Larry Kirby
	2
	179
	10.71
	 
	5.52

	23
	Tim Stringer/Hugh Lebeouf
	1
	178
	7.80
	 
	7.80

	24
	Steven Hooter/Chris Kennedy
	1
	177
	6.11
	 
	6.11

	25
	Andrew Carter/Katelyn Carter
	1
	176
	5.40
	 
	5.40

	26
	Phil Grafe/Randy Grafe/Randy Grafe
	1
	175
	3.97
	 
	3.97

	27
	Gary Wilson/Gus Wilson
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 

	27
	Kevin Lawrence/Rick Janis
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 

	27
	Tristan Daire/Chris Daire
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 

	27
	Collin Offner/John Hecker
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 

	27
	Kyle Rodrigue/Brett Chatelain
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 

	27
	Joey Gates/Rusty Young
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 

	27
	Mike Leeper/Tommy Burke
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 

	27
	Matt Perez/Stephen Kieller
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 

	27
	Bobby Monstead/Aaron Gelfand
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 

	27
	Joe Barcelona/John Barcelona
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 

	27
	Todd Semar/Erron Desower
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 

	27
	Jason McCrossen/Ricky Cantin
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 

	27
	John Hess/Ron Richardson
	 
	100
	0.00
	 
	 


