Gulf Coast Angler’s Association Off and Running!
By: Barnie White
The Gulf Cost Angler’s Association kicked off their inaugural 2009 season on January 24th with a field of 21 two man teams. The expectant anglers that left Breton Sound Marina were met with less than desirable conditions with tide ranges at least 2ft less than normal. Some anglers struggled but in the end 18 teams weighed in redfish all of which were released to be caught another day.
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Leading the field was the team of Brandon Treadaway and Kevin Bergeron (www.blackspotfishing.com) with 15.41 lbs. The team fished the Delacroix area focusing on schooling fish feeding around mud lumps and broken marsh grass. Treadaway and Bergeron used 3” Gulp! Shrimp in the molting color to catch their tournament creel used 30# Vicious Braid and Castaway Graphite Rods to haul them in. The team attributed their success to the time on the water scouting the Delacroix area on low water similar to the tides experienced on the day of the tournament. Treadaway and Bergeron enjoyed the friendly, laid back environment the GCAA prides itself on. The team’s sponsors include: Vicious Line, Castaway Graphite Rods, Claiborne Hill Supermarket, AAA Silk Screening & Sporting Goods, and Crescent City Schools of Gaming and Bartending. The team collected $1085.00 for their efforts.
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Pushing the leaders into a close race for the win were brother’s Gus and Gary Wilson (Team Big Pissed Mullet). The second place team netted two redfish weighing 15.15 lbs and $805.00. The team shared their spot with the 1st place team and used similar techniques with Gulp! Shrimp and also using popping corks to catch their tournament limit. The Wilson duo also attributed their success to preparation before the tournament learning the location and patterning the fish. Their finish was not without drama, on the return back to Breton Sound Marina the team’s motor would not start. The Wilson’s flagged the first place team of Treadaway and Bergeron for assistance. In an act of good sportsmanship, Treadaway and Bergeron helped them diagnose a battery issue and got them back on track to make the 3 P.M. weigh-in. The Wilson’s sponsors include: Pure Fishing, Minn Kota Trolling Motors, Humminbird, Power-Pro, and Plano. Rounding out the top five were Paul Smith and Kyle Mitternight (3rd place) with 14.08 lbs., Scott Ritter and Bobby Abruscato (4th place) with 13.35 lbs., Larry Kirby and Mike Tendal (5th place) with 12.68 lbs.
The Gulf Coast Anglers Association is a brand new redfish tournament organization catering to anglers who want to experience a friendly competitive environment. Dwayne Mills (tournament director) is dedicated to the anglers’ desire to have a tournament organization that will showcase its anglers and provide a family atmosphere for all levels of anglers. See www.gulfcoastanglersassociation.com for more details.
Here is a total listing of the Results:

	Place
	Team
	Fish
	Points
	Weight
	Money Won
	Big Fish

	1
	Brandon Treadaway/Kevin Bergeron
	2
	200
	15.41
	$1085
	7.74

	2
	Gary Wilson/Gus Wilson
	2
	199
	15.15
	$805
	7.85

	3
	Paul Smith/Kyle Mitternight
	2
	198
	14.08
	$325
	7.50

	4
	Scott Ritter/Bobby Abruscato
	2
	197
	13.35
	$190
	7.21

	5
	Larry Kirby/Mike Tindal
	2
	196
	12.68
	 
	6.18

	6
	Barnie White/Steve White
	2
	195
	12.57
	 
	7.54

	7
	Sean O'Connell/Ryan Pruett
	2
	194
	12.55
	 
	7.23

	8
	Andrew Carter/Larry Gohagen
	2
	193
	12.34
	 
	6.68

	9
	Pat Reichley/Bruce Howle
	2
	192
	11.99
	 
	7.07

	10
	Rocky Thickstun/David Carrithers
	2
	191
	11.97
	 
	6.06

	11
	Erik Nelson/Mark Wright
	2
	190
	11.38
	 
	6.24

	12
	Tommy Cook
	2
	189
	11.29
	 
	6.30

	13
	Ray Reiser/Dwayne Mills
	2
	188
	9.91
	 
	5.24

	14
	Mike Leeper/Tommy Burke
	2
	187
	9.14
	 
	5.03

	15
	James Craft/Tim Craft
	2
	186
	8.77
	 
	4.50

	16
	Jason Manuel/Lance Downey
	2
	185
	5.81
	 
	5.81

	17
	Jay Cedotal/Glenn Cedotal
	1
	184
	4.46
	 
	 

	18
	Jason Miller/Patrick Garmeson
	1
	183
	4.11
	 
	 

	19
	Bryce Hill/Josh Stagna
	0
	100
	0
	 
	 

	19
	Al Godwin/Gene Dugas
	0
	100
	0
	 
	 

	19
	Jed Sellers/Andrew Annison
	0
	100
	0
	 
	 


	


